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Holotype: An adult female lodged in the National
Museum of Victoria, 91 Victoria Crescent, Abbotts-

ford, Victoria on 22 June 1998. Specimen number

069704 (Coventry 1998). (aught on 19 November

1984 at East Leichardt Dam, near Mount Isa,
0ueensland, [at. 200 47’, Long 139“ 47', between
6.30 PM and 9 PM, by a person spotlighting in the
general area below the main dam wall. It was full-

grown when caught and did not grow further in

captivity. Holotype was held in captivity until death, .

which is understood to be about 1990. The snake
was held in a freezer for about 8 years before
being taken to the Museum (above) and formally

.
lodged. Cause of death was not determined.
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Pai/susPai/sei. Photo: RaymondHaser.

HGLOTYPE BETA!—LS

Measurements: 90.2 cm snout-vent length, 16.9 cm
tail length, 107.1 cm total body length. Snout tip to
end of parietal scale (straight line): 2 cm, head
width (straight line): 1.5 cm, (all measurements
taken from the frozen snake).

SCALAHON

Smooth all over — not keeled. No suboculars,
6 supralabials (each side), one single white rostral,
nasal divided, 2 postoculars, 2 temporals on each

side, the first being elongated, 2 large prefrontals,
the single supraoculors are the same size as the fron-

tal, 1 partially divided preocular on both sides.



68

petuıaı,aqp|nonıonaAnqo;sınaddnınqıs_ı/ıuısnn
s_ıqıapnasdsıqınqııuapıAas!”ıadndsıqıu!peıues
-aıdnınpaqıwoıj'ıasundsnsund10;asmaqııou
sısgql'sıuaındııaqıuaaMıaqaınıpauuaıu!uoqıqms
pnqsAnM|n91anansn;sısnnxına/_ıdsnı/aıowpun
bu_ıısıqıaıunu_ı/aıawxnıolıdsnııaJoW’ııaıanun/'V
x_ımımnqsıqdaqıumvBuıpnpu!'ıoqınnsgqıAquaas

saqnusunqnıısnvpquq||naıowıequnj'Buuınno
uoqnsıpııquqmsAunJoaıuapıAaous!aıaql
:spunoıöBulmam;aqıuopassıuısgpeqısnuıu_l

-nuopnasdnpuns_ıımısnns_ıqıapnesduaaNqaq”pııq
-Aq,,[)eqAnuı_ıası_ındsnsıındınqıaanusuousaööng

'|nıısoıpoın0|oıqsıuqmsınpun
söuıqmıu|nııuaAumoıq10aBunıo;o>pn|aqı,’papıA

-gpA|uınuııo||nsnsıeAsınpnmqnspeıgndjo>pn|aqı
AqD_Inuapnasdıuoqpaınındasequm_ıasııodSHS/[Dd

'sıuaıuquıuıoııaqıopun
sıuınusuoıamqoıspmöaıquıoqınnsıqıjosunam
aqıpquaqSDMAaıunsnqmspnpuoı01'sen)
—adsmıgıuıspunya$/wdsnslınd’sı/nıısnn;;joALuou

-oxnıAqmpdıaqoıpaqnbeısgs_ı/ıwsnns_ııpapnasd
snpaqıssnpA|ıuaumswnasnwu!p96p0|nqnqsnv
u!suaıupadsun10uoqnöqsaıxuıJaqunj“qnpnmqns
a|6uıs||nBuyınqJaAasns_ıınıısnns_ıanpnasduod
*”lo"0P(686l)1950HPU“(mı)ııemM'Pawö
usa/xu!aqp|noqsAıqıqıssodsgqı,punıasıındsnsund
oıBuguapıA|snoeuouaaqpıqu!Amu(886lsa|
-MOU)|punuosııM'u“196603)sınpnmqnspaund
ouBuıımqs_ıııuısnns_ıanpnasdauıoso;aınımaıqaqı
u!saıuaıfqeu“(91mm)51/01;ans_ıanpnasd|DJO|

qupemduıoıuaqM(glıapun)qupnmqnspaı
-!ndjo>|Jn|aqıAq(A|uopun|suaan0uıaısaM-quou)
namaıunsaqııuoqs_ı/nıısnns_ııpapnasdLuoq

paınmdeseqA|qnqaıA|ıuemddnun)gesundsnsund
'pnaqpuusgpıo/punpnoıqssa|19"an’azgsqnpn
19"an’p|ınqıapua|saıow:sııısuepnmqıBuıM0|

-|ıqeqıAqpaınuuaıaqıpaqumı!ngqMLuoq’sı/mı
-snns_ııpapnasdaqqısoıuaqoısuıaassepedsaql

'qıoqqu)uındessıq'nlnuopnasdsnuaB

eqı;osaqnuspun(s_ı/nıısnns_ıanpnasd)eqnug
umoıgBumaqıqupasnjuoıpunpaqııuapısgıu
uaaqAııuamddnansapadssgqısmaAAunuı105

SISONSVIG

'uounınq
-oı|nııuaAaqıqumauqu!sBugqmıuqsungaımq
S|nıqn|ıeddnınaıaq;Joewog'aseqıpnqsap
-adsaLunsaqıJoueıupadsJaqıounanoqqn')pau
10pneqaqı40mmaq;;oundıeM0|aqıuosöuıq
-JDLUnıuaBnLuAuneqoııuaasıouopeıaqı'ın0|oı
uman-Moquwıoqun:)sgampnsınııuaAaqıpun
qsıqus!ınıısoıeql'aöuuaıxqoıqöqsnsıaıaql
'AnMAunu!qsıppeııoupunm0|oıumoıqLuıoqun
:)ssa|10aıouıs!adAı0|oqaql'uoıımnop)muuqs
anqııqMAqmauıanm'sapadsaıunsaqı,;o
ueıupadsaıxqJaqunj[)punadAı0|oqaqı;oJednd

sıqıqupaqsqqndsqdnıBoıoqdoı19191ucu
-dınsapın0|oı103'anu!snawnsaqıAlamana
SDMuaıupedsuazoqaqıJoın0|onaq;pun866l
aunru!JoqınnaqıAqpaıuasqoSDMuaıupadssıql

NOILWHO'IOD

'uaıupeds
adAıeqıjoınqıoıJD|!I.U!SsnMuounımsıaqıo'a|
-BugsaıaM||n’qnpnmqns(,9pnqJoqınnaqı,Aqpal,
-Jadsuısepadssıqı;o:qmua;qnpn(amq)puoıasV

'papııqpamqııqM
’uogpaııpJogıaısod:)u!Buıuunı[9pun09sıaqLunu
Jo;ıdaıxa'qnpnmqnsa|5uısggpunaın|d|nun
peqnd'qnquaABll'smoıApoq-plw“emeıaql

'apısqJnauoS|nıqn|ıaM0|
xısamaıaql'"anAıaABuıaqeqppguıaqıu!om
aqıqu’sp|eıqsuıqııouaısodmo;punsp|aıqsugq)

ıouaıunpuıısıpzamaıaqıpnaqeqıuoA||nııuaA

(!ledV'l!:SilNidHJS)VI1VHLSI'IV'CINV'ISNHHOWOHJ!)IVNSMENV



scalation intermediate between Pseudonaia and
Pai/sus, at least with reference to the number of pai—
red ar single subcaudals.

HABITAT OF TYPE LOCALITY

A steep, hilly rocky area on one side of the water-

course; flat and grassy on the other. (Also caught at
the same time as the type specimen was a Lia/is bur-
tonis and a Dip/odactylus ciliaris (?), each gravid
with 2 eggs). Weather over the previous 24 hours in
the area had been hot with a previous overnight low

of 260( and daytime maximum of 37%. Rock type
was reported as granite and/or metamarphic.
Ground vegetation Spinifex, Triodia sp.

Second specimen: a second specimenwas caught on 16
November 1984. It was an adult female and is the
snake shown on page 88. None ofthe 69 subcaudals

were paired. It has not been designated as a paratype
at this stage as it has not been lodged with a museum.
It will probably be lodged after death. At the time of

writing this paper (June 1998) the snake had been

captive for about 14 years and was showing obvious

signs of ageing. lt had one totally destroyed eye and
the other was permanently opaque, being the better of
the two. The snake was almost certainly totally blind.

CAPTURE DETAILS

Caught between 6.30 and 9.00 PM on 16/11/84
when spotlighting in the area of (lemWalton Park,

near Mount Isa, Oueensland, Lat: 20o 51’ Long
140() 03'. The weather over the previous 24 hours
had been lıot with afternoan thunderstorms in the

area. Maximum temperature had been 36OC. Found

at the same time were numerous Gilbert’s Dragons
(Lophognathus gilberti) and one adult King Brown

Snake (Pseudechis australis). Rock types in the area
were granite and sediments.
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CAPTIVITY

Bath the first and second specimens known of
Pai/sus pai/sei presented no problems in captive
husbandry. Both were of similar sizes. Neither

grew at all after capture and both were fed a diet
of rodents. The second animal produced five eggs
shortly after capture but due to exceptional
circumstances the keeper failed to retrieve the

eggs from the cage before their condition deterio-
rated beyond the point where they would hatch. In

captivity these snakes are not aggressive and

appear to settle down without incident. When

photographingthe second (live) specimen, the spe-
cimen could be induced to sit without having to
cool it or use other methods to keep it still, except
for allowing it to coil under an ice-cream container.

After repeated agitation the snake did attempt to
bite a hook being used to position the snake. Howe-
ver the snake’s aggression level was more akin to
Pseudechis as opposed to the more pugnaciaus
Pseudonaia.

FURTHER SPECIMENS

In the book Around Mount Isa - A Guide to the Flora
and Fauna (Horton 1976), David Stammer when de-

scribing King Brown Snakes (Pseudechis australis)

says ”an smaller specimens in this area (up to about
90 cm) several small magentamar—kings can be pic-
ked out on the head and neck”. Such markings ap-
pear less distinct or absent in the type specimen. This
trait has not been seen in any Pseudechis australis
examined by this author. It is highly likely that
Stammer may have been inadvertently describing
specimens of this species, not realising that what he
took to be young King Brawn Snakes (Psuedechis
australis) were actually another (then undescribed)

species. As of 1986, there were over 600 specimens
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commaısonswı'rı-ı
ıcıne BROWN SNAKES
(pseuaecı-as AusmAus)
Pai/sus pailsei is clearly most similar to this species
in colouration and scalotion properties. The most
obvious and consistent difference between the two

species is in subcaudal counts with reference to the
number that are paired. Three Pseudechis australis

were inspected by this author from St. George,
üueensland. A female had 57 subcaudals of which
22 were paired. A second female had 52 of which
the last 22 were paired. A male had 48 of which 2T

were paired. In all cases it was the anteriorones that
were single. Similar scale counts for Oueenslond R

australis were reported by Fred Rossignoli.

Peter (amber reported the following statistics for !?

australis. Female, from 50 km east of Three Ways
Road House, NT, 54 subcaudals, 24 paired, including
the last 22. Male from Alice Springs, MT, 56, of
which 6 were paired, including the last five. Male
from 35 km south-west of Whyalla, SA, 55 subcau-

dals, 15 paired including the last 14.

Fred Rossignoli reported a male from nearWhyalla,
SA having all single subcaudals, indicating that the
diagnosis for Pai/sus pai/sei based on subcaudals
does not apply to all snakes otherwise referred to as
Pseudechis australis. Having said this, the R austra-
lis from Whyalla (Eyre Peninsula) SA, are readily
distinguished from Oueensland R australis by colour

(refer to comparative photos of both forms in Hoser

1989) and therefore could never be confused with
Pai/sus pai/sei, in spite of ventral scole count simila-

rities. Eyre Peninsula Pseudechis australis were de-
scribed by Mitchell in 1951 as a distinct and separa-
te species ”brunneo" a name also adopted by Wells

and Wellington (] 985a). (entralian R australis tend

_
to be similar in form and colouration to those from
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the Eyre Peninsula and any differences between
those specimens from these two areas are presently
thought by this author to be clinal, rather than re-
presenting two different species. (ogger (1983) and
Wells and Wellington (1983, 19850, i985b) discuss

taxonomy of Australian reptiles including the gene-
ra Pseudechis and Pseudonaia, but Pai/sus pai/sei
cannot possibly be assigned to any species listed

and/or described in those publications, hence this
first description being published here.

CONSERVATION

At this stage it is thought that Pai/sus pailsei is not in

any way under threat. However due to the fact that
next to nothing is known about the species, my opi-
nion on this matter is largely coniecture. Current
laws in 0ueensland prohibit the collection of snakes
from the wild except under permit. The permits to
collect are very hard to obtain. It is hoped (perhaps
fancifully) that Oueensland authorities act respon-
sibly in relation to these snakes and issue collect

permits to any and all persons who seek to collect
for any bono-fide reason, including to keep and ob-

serve the species in captivity, for museum collections

and/or any other worthwhile purpose. Due to the
fact that Pailsus pai/sei is relatively plain in terms of
colour and other attributes usually sought after by
hobbyists they will never be a high dollar value
snake and on that basis restrictions on collection and
trade in the species will only be highly counterpro-
ductive to any long-term conservation and scientific

obiectives.

PRIVATE HERPETOLOGISTS

This author's attention to the previously undescribed
form herein called Pai/sus pai/sei came exclusively
from private (i.e. not funded by government in any
way) reptile keepers. That such a large and distinc-
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